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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of this Diſcourſe ſees in it many and con- 
L fiderable faults: And he has no doubt but readers 
more judicious and impartial than himſelf will diſcover many 
more, For theſe, he hopes, it may be ſome excuſe, that, 
from unavoidable circumſtances it was compoſed in haſte ; 
part of it, on the morning of the day on which it was preach- 
ed: So that time did not permit him to read it over twice; 
much leſs to give it any material correction, 


SHOULD any one think it worth while to aſk why a per- 
formance, acknowledged ſo imperfect, is ſuffered to be print- 
ed, he has only this to ſay, that the majority of the people 
under his paſtoral care were prevented by the remoteneſs of 
their ſituation from being preſent when it was delivered; 
and he is willing to let them read what they had not an op- 
portunity to hear. 


Non does he deny that he embraces with pleaſure any fair 
occaſion of letting it be known in what abhorrence he holds 
thoſe principles, both in religion and politic', the miſerable 
effects whereof he has here endeayoured to paint. 


JEREMIAH v. 9. 


Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall 


not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 


HILE we are running with inconſiderate haſte in 

purſuit of the vanities of this world——pleaſure, wealth, 
power, and honours ; and itriving with our neighbours, whe- 
ther they or we ſhall obtain the greater ſhare of ſuch things, 
we are very apt to forget, that there 1s another race, wherein 
we ſhould be more anxious /o to run that we may obtain the 
prize :— That it may be unſpeakably more our intereſt to 
lay up treaſures in Heaven ; which may be acquired by all 
without injuring or prevoking each other; and in their own 
nature are not ſubject to waſte or decay, but preſerve their 
value undiminiſhed for ever. 

As it is with individuals, in this reſpect, ſo is it uſually 
with Kingdoms and States. They are employed in the ſame 
unprofitable purſuits, and conteſts with each other: And if 
they have been ſucceſsful in theſe, are but too ready to ſay 
in their proſperity that they ſhall never be moved, ſince the Lord 
by his favour hath made their mountain to land ſtrong, 

For both, therefore, it is highly neceſlary to check this 
immoderate eagerneſs, by withdrawing at certain ſeaſons 
from the ordinary occupations of life; to conſider ſeriouſly 
the end that is propoſed, and the means uſed to attain it; to 
humble the pride of man's fooliſh and overweening heart be- 
fore Him who formed it from the duit ; and to mortify the 
vehemence of ſenſual appetites, by denying them, for a time, 
even harmleſs gratifications. 

Particular perſens muſt determine for themſelves the pro- 
pereſt time of performing this duty; but public humiliations 
of a whole community muſt be appointed by public authori- 
ty : And by that authority we have been this day called to- 
gether,—to implore pardon for our fins, and the bleſſing of 
the Almighty on our King and Country; which 1 truſt all 
who hear me have done with that devotion and fervency that 
they ought, 
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J hope it cannot be deemed unſuitable to this very ſolemn 
. occaſion, or to the. words I have choſen far my text, to con- 
ſider 

1. Whether it be reaſonable it itſelf, and agreeable to ex- 
perience, that God ſhould viſit nations for their ſins. 

2. Whether there be not now marks of a divine viſitation 


in the world. And 
3. What effect this ſhould have on our opinions and lives. 


The way of God's dealing with individuals and with na- 
tions is ſomewhat different, As this preſent life is but a 
ſmall part of our whole exiſtence, there is no neceſſity that 
rewards or puniſhments ſhould be alotted here to each par- 
ticular perſon in exact proportion to the goodneſs or badneſs 
of his actions. Becauſe it is enough towards vindicating 
divine juſtice if ſomewhere each is ſure of receiving what is 
his due. Good men, therefore, may be oppreſled in this 
life, and wicked men may proſper, (as really often happens) 
without any imputation againſt the juſtice of God's govern= 
ment; fince all will be abundantly ſet right hereafter : So 
that no one will have reaſon, on the whole, to eſteem his 
exiſtence the happier for his ſins; nor any one reaſon, to 
regret, that he choſe to be afflicted for a ſeaſon, rather than to 
part with his integrity, | 

But as to Kingdoms, and States, the whole of their exiſt- 
ence is here. All ſuch diſtinctions will ceaſe when Chriſt 
ſhall reign over all; and there ſball be one Flack and one Shep— 
herd, If, then, the holineſs of God's nature, and the honour 
of his laws, will not ſuffer iniquity unrepented of to pals un- 
puniſhed ; nor virtue to be unrewarded : And if nations, as 
ſuch, have no exiſtence but in this pretent world, here their 
rewards and puniſhments muſt be. They mult be viſited 
bere, or not at all. | | 

God hath taken various ways both by Nature and Reve- 
lation to ſhew us the duty of union among ourſelves ; and 
that independence of each other is a vain notion, impracti- 
cable in itſelf, and unpleaſing to our Maker, For this pur- 
poſe He hath implanted in us ſeveral propenſities and affecti- 
ons that cannot be gratified ſo long as we remain ſolitary. 
He hath aſſured us that when two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his name, He will be in the midit of them, to dleſs 
them. He has taught us to pray, not each in behalf of him- 
ſelf only, but to our Father which is in Heaven, for common 


bleſlings on ourſelves and ail mankind, And (to give no 
more 
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more inſtances) He ſeems even in this of his national viſita- 
tions to point out the connection which He intended ſhould. 
ſubſiſt between man and man. | 

For we can hardly deny, that our Creator might if He' 
pleaſed, without any departure from the unaiterable laws of 
his nature, puniſh or reward individuals, even in this life, in 
exact proportion to their conduct, whether public or private, 
without involving others in the conſequences, But to ſhew 
us, in all ways, that we have an interett in each other; and 
to engage us, even on principles of ſelfiſhneſs, to promote 
among our neighbours a love for piety and virtue, He chooſes 
to puniſh a general violation of theſe by general calamities. 

And indeed we find all hiſtory bearing witneſs, that almoſt 
every nation has been proſperous while virtuous ; and that 
after they had corrupted their ways they have decayed or to- 
tally periſhed, Not only the Jews were whilſt they conti- 
nued to be a people, and are ſtill, in their diſperſion, at the 
preſent day, a notorious evidence of this truth ; but heathen 
nations, alſo, both were, and confeſſed themſelves to be ex- 
amples of the ſame : Nay the ruin and deſolation of many 
amongſt them would proclaim it, whether they confeſſed it 
or no. For where is now that mighty BaByLon? She that 
hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, that made all the 
earth drunken ?—Babylon is ſuddenly fallen and deſtroyed. O 
thou that  dwelleft upon many waters thy end is come, And 
they ſhall not take of thee a ſtone for a corner, nor a flone for 
foundations, but thou ſhalt be deſolate for ever. And ſo literally 
was God's threatened judgment fulfilled, that travellers cannot 


now diſcover where that magnihcent reſidence of Luxury 
and Vice hath ſtood, ; 


TYRE, alſo, whoſe wealth and trade ſurpaſſed all that was 


elſewhere ſeen in the earth ¶ hoſe merchants were PRINCES 
——when the multitude of her merchandize filled the midſt of her 
with violence; and fhe ſinned, was caſt as profane out of the 
mountain of Gad. | 

And Rome herſelf, whoſe dominion grew to a wonderful 
extent in the days of her ſimplicity and virtue; whom God 
uſed as the inftrument of his vengeance on the rebellious 
Jews; When ſhe gave herſelf up to pride and profligacy, 
was ruined by a train of circumſtances as unexpected and 
unaccountable (unieſs we confeſs them the judgments of 
Heaven) as her riſe and progreſs had been. 

I would far exceed the limits I have deſigned for this whole 
diſcourſe, were I to recite all the paſſages that are to be 
tound 
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found, as well in the Holy Scriptures as in heathen writers, 
acknowledging and proving the interpoſition of Providence 
both to puniſh and reward the nations of the earth according 
to their deeds. Nor can it be neceſſary: For this is a truth 
which the general conſent of mankind hath admitted. Ex- 
cepting only a few profeſſors of Science falfly ſo called, who 
would attribute the whole to ſecond cauſes : Not conſidering 
how many of the tranſactions alluded to no human ſagacity 
could, on this ſuppoſition, unravel : And, moreover, that 
whether God works his purpoſe by a ſecond, a third, or a 
fourth cauſe, it is equally God that works all the while, But 
ſuch men look only to the inſtrument: To them the «rm of 
the Lord that wields it hath not been revealed, 

But let us, my Brethren, cultivate more humble and de- 
vout diſpoſitions, Let us endeavour to improve by the aw- 
ful judgments that have fallen on paſt ag2s. But particular- 
ly let us ſtrive to diſcern the Signs of theſe preſent times, that 
we may flee from the wrath to come, For this purpoſe we 
ſhall now proceed | 

2. To conſider whether there be not now evident marks 
of a divine viſitation in the world, 


Under this head I do not mean to dwell, (for time will not 
permit) on that ſpirit of diſcontent and turbulence ; that de- 
fire of unſettling ancient habits; that diſpoſition to quit the 
Now but ſure ways of ſober induſtry, and to ruſh into new 
adventures—which are in themſelves curſes of no light na- 
ture and infallibly lead to others tenfold more ſevere ; and 
which, notwithſtanding, now ſeem to have irifected a conſi- 
derable part of mankind. But | will only draw your atten- 
tion to the preſent miſerable ſituation of France -A countr 
whole deſperate attack on our deareſt rights might well pro- 
voke us, but whoſe exceſſive ſufferings are enough to draw 
compaſſion from the bittereſt enemies it ever had. 

The people, of whom I ſpeak, were but lately, as a nation, 
very flouriſhing and powerful ; but they had amongſt them 
many Crying abuſes and corruptions : And it may not be al- 
together uſeleſs to notice a few of the principal ones; that 
we may ſee how naturally (ſuch is the wiſe appointment of 
God) their ſufferings have grown out of their fins, 

In the firſt place, then, the eltabliſhed religion of the 
country was deformed by many and grievous errors ; and 
their public worſhip was ſuperititious and abſurd in the ex- 
treme. - Their doctrines of tranſubſtantiation, and purgato- 
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ry; of the prieſt's abſolution; and the Pope's infallibility ; 
Their adoration of images ; their invocation of Saints and 
Angels; their pomps and proceſſions; their innumerable 
childiſh and ridiculous ceremonies have been fully and un- 
anſwerably expoſed, not only by the ornaments of our 
Church, but by many writers in their own nation. In ad- 
dition to theſe things, of which we can ſpeak with certainty, 
it has been ſaid by foreigners, and lamented among them- 
ſelves, that the morals of their clergy were exceedingly de- 
praved. That their houſes called convents, inſtead of being 
nurſeries of piety, as their well meaning founders deſigned, 
had become ſcenes of the moiſt intemperate exceſſes. | 

Secondly, their Government was of that fort which 
Engliſhmen never have endured, and I hope never will— 
Namely, an arbitrary monarchy ; where the King made laws 
by his ſingle authority, or put his will in the place of law, 
and every body was obliged to obey it, We may well judge 
how often ſuch unlimited power would tempt the beſt diſ- 
poſed man to abuſe it; and what a ſcourge it would prove 
in the hand of the wicked. Accordingly the intereſts of 
that great nation, and the repoſe of Europe have, on occa- 
ſions, been ſacrificed to the humour of a concubine. The 
enmity of ſuch a one might ſhut up in priſon the moſt vir- 
tuous man in the kingdom; where he might linger to death 
without any poſſible means of deliverance, unleſs by ſuppli- 
cations for ſuch a woman's mercy. | 

Thirdly, under ſuch a government and ſuch religion we 
cannot ſuppoſe that good morals 'would be cultivated among 
the body of the people. Even decency is ſaid to have been 
laid aſide, and the moſt deteſtable crimes againſt nature it- 
ſelf to have been committed without bluſhing. And fall 7 
not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord: And ſhall not my 
foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this God forbid, how- 
ever, that any here ſhould be ſo uncharitable as to think, 
that there were not many, very many amongſt them, who did 
not come under this deſcription, and even were adorned with 
the trueſt Chriſtian virtues, But ſuch were the ſins of the 
nation, and let us now ſee what national conſequences fol- 
lowed them. 

When men of talents and extenſive information turned 
their attention to the nature of their government and reli- 
gious eſtabliſhment, they could not well avoid being diſguſt- 
ed with both, But it was ſafer to attack the Church than 


the State; againſt this therefore they turned the force of 
B theic 
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tueir wit and learning; finding (God knows) too ample 
ſcope for all the ridicule they poured on it. From this ſource 
has broke out that impure torrent of unbelievers and atheiſts 
who are at this day the diſgrace of human nature, .and the 
inſtruments of God's fignal vengeance on the nation that 
produced them. For ſeeing the impoſitions and mumme- 
ries that were practiſed among themſelves, through con- 
tempt of theſe ; through pride of reaſon unuſed to judge for 
itſelf; and, I fear, ſtill more from the licentiouſnets of their 
lives, they were induced to eſteem religion itſelf no more 
than impoſition and mummery too, 

Thoſe in authority generally having little religion them- 
ſelves, ſeemed to care but little how it was treated by others: 
THEIR mountain, they thought, food ftrong. Not aware 
that government can have no ſafe foundation but on virtue: 
And virtue none but on piety. 

However one ſtep they took which brought on their ruin 
apace; and it is an inſtance above all I have mentioned yet, 
—indeed above molt of what hiſtory records, —that God 
often makes the lins and follies of mankind their own aven-: 
gers. Tempted by ambition, or envy of England's proſ- 
perity and glory, when unfortunate troubles aroſe between 
that country and her colonies, the Rulers of France render- 
ed them incurable by aiding the Revolters with an armed 
force: Under no better pretence than that of being the de- 
fenders of civil liberty againſt acts of power, which, if allow- 
ed in the moſt aggravated degree that they were ever com- 
plained of, would not be @ drop of water in the bucket againſt 
the enormous oppreſſion that prevailed among themſelves, 

And is it poſlible (every man of reflection will be inclined 
to ſay)— ls it poikhble that the Miniſters of an athitrary 
King, who uſed to boaſt of their policy and foreſight beyond 
others, ſhould fend his fleets and armies into the boſom of a 
country nurtured up in the mott perfect freedom ?—Send 
them (as they ſaid) to fight for the liberties of others, and 
yet expect, that the officers and ſoldiers employed in ſuch 
ſervice would never inquire what liberty they enjoyed at 
home? Yes, thus blind were theſe mighty politicians j— 
theſe wiſe men that gloried in their wiſdom : N ſaid, by the 
Sirength of my hand have 1 done it, and by my wiſtam, for I 
am prudent: And I have removed the bounds of the people ; 
and have robbed their treaſure; and I have put dawn their in- 
pabitants lize a valiant man Aud my hand hath found as 4 
ne the riches of the people: And as one gathereth eggs that 


are 


1 
ere left, have I gathered all the eqriy. And they thought 
there would be none to move the wing, cr open the mouth. 

But how far they were miſtaken, the downfal of that ſyſ- 
tem, under which they held and abuſed their power, quickly 
proved, The very men who had been ſent to ſupport the 
revolt of the Britiſh colonies, were the firſt to riſe againſt 
the Monarchy of France. And happy would it have been 
for that devoted country, had they been content with re- 
dreſſing the manifold abuſes of their government, and. ob- 
taining a reaſonable ſecurity for their liberty i in future: But 
they proudly rejected the excellent mode which our conſti- 
tution held out to them, imagining impracticable ſchemes 
of their own ; abolithing the ethciency of Royal power, and 
every diſtinction of rank and wealth; and teaching the po- 
pulace that they are every thing. 

Another, and another ſet of Rulers (or rather RoßBERS) 
ſucceed theſe, each more deſperate and flagitious than the 
preceding, They inſtigated a brutal mob to murder thoſe 
who would not ſupport their abominable ſyſtem: They con- 
hicated the poſſeſſions of ſuch as eſcaped their fury; and left 
them and their wives and children to beg their bread in a 
ſtrange land: They plundered the Church of its lawful pro- 
perty : ; Caſt out the greateſt ornaments of the Clergy, and 
introduced to the ſacred offices of religion the baſeſt and 
moſt vicious of the people, Finally, they led captive from 
his palace a mild and gracious King, whoſe perſon they had 
ſworn to keep inviolate : Freicribed him limits he thould 
not paſs: Dragged him back, and cait him into rigorous 
conhnement, for attempting to fly tiom them; although 

they had ſolemnly declared ic to be the right of the meaneſt 
perfon in the country to quit it when he pleaſed, 

But bow ſhall I attempt to paint the horrid tranſactions 
that have followed! An amiable Monarch brought to be 
judged in mock trial, before an ſinpious crew of his vileſt 
ſubjects ;—Molit unjulily condemned to death: Denied 
the poor boon of diipoling of his remains as he withed ; the 
{tort ſpace of three days, to prepare his ſoul for the world to 
come, 

How ſhall we attend him in his laſt viſit to his wretched 
wife and helpleis ion! His wife, no more a (Queen :—QOnce 
his partner on as ſplendid a throne as the world beheld ; now 
WS on a bed of ſtraw, bereft of reaſon by the weight of his 
calamities and her on. His infant fon, juit able to com- 
prehend the miſerable fate of his father; but of too tender 
years to be able to boar it. But 
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But let us turn from the priſon to the leſs diſtreſſing ſcene, 
the cloſing one of this diſmal tragedy :—See this excellent 
Prince mount the ſcaffold with firm ſtep, and that dignified 
compoſure, which he derived from his innocence and Chriſ- 
tian virtues.—See him refuſed the privilege, which we grant 
to the worſt malefactors, to ſpeak a few words to the people 
in defence of his character; for his life he had no hopes (in- 
deed, I ſuppoſe at that time no deſire) to ſave.— See him 
hurried rudely to the block: And the fatal ſtroke at laſt put 
an end to his cruel ſufferings; whilſt thouſands of Fiends 
ſhouted ſor joy, and preſſed to dip their pikes and daggers in 
his blood ! Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the 
Lord: And ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch à nation as 
this. | 

Alas ! his vengeance is already ſufficiently upon them, 
Their land is full of diſtraction and civil bloodſhed. Their 
armies are diſcomfited and beaten back: The hoſts of ene- 
mies whom they have provoked are advancing upon them 
from all lides : The elements combine to deltroy their fleets : 
And dreadful famine ſeems ready to devour them. Yet the 
people turneih not unto him that ſmiteth : Neither will they 
ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. They have made their faces barder 
than a rock, they have refuſed to return, 

Every new defeat they are told of, the populace cry loud- 
er for the blood of their harmleſs fellow-citizens, And in 
the midſt of all this their Convention lit hearing ſpeeches to 
diſprove the being of God] Nay a very ſmall number, who 
did not well endure ſuch impiety, were publicly hooted out 
of their preſeace, with burſts of laughter and unſpeakable 
contempt !! | | i 

What ſufferings ſtill await them for this dreadful impeni- 
tence, it is not for us to determine, God grant they may 
be as light as the nature of their caſe will admit. Our part 
is (which was the third and laſt thing I propoſed) to confi- . 
der what effect theſe things ought to have on our own con- 
duct and opinions, 

We read in the hiſtory of our bleſſed Lord, that ſome 
' perſons told him of the Galileans whoſe blood Pilate mingled 
with their ſacrinces 3 and Jeſus arfwering, ſaid unto them, 
Juppaſe ze that theſe Galileans were finners above all the Gali- 
leans, becauſe they ſuffered theſe things? I tell you nay : but 
except ye repent, ye ſball all likewiſe periſh, 

In this anſwer our duty, on the preſent occaſion, is clearly 
enough laid down, Wuen aa individual or nation has fallen 

under 
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ander the viſitation of God, we ought not to conclude that 
ſuch are peculiarly wicked, merely becauſe they ſuffered theſi 
ebingt. They may have been ſent for wholeſome correCtion z 
for trial of their faith; for a call to others, as much as to 
themſelves, But we ſhould begin with the fins, and be ſure 
that they exiſt, before we explain their ſufferings by them. 
And even then, we are in no wiſe to think, that he of courſe 
is the greateſt ſinner, who has the greateſt thare of the ſuf- 
ferings ; for oftentimes whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth 
moſt. But above all, we ſhould treaſure up our Saviout's con- 
cluſion,—except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Let us 
not compare man with man, or nation with nation : To their 
un Maſter let them land or fall, But particularly let us not 
compare them with ourſelves ; for it would be dangerous to 
Chriſtian humility, But let us compare ourſelves with our 
duty, as taught by our conſcience and the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
We will then probably find too much to give us reaſonable 
dread of God's diſpleaſure ; and let us remember that if we 
do not avert ic by timely repentance we Hall all likewiſe 
eriſb. 

, Our fins may not be of ſo public and notorious a ſort as 
thoſe I have been deſcribing ; but much iniquity may have 
been committed in ſecret, and whether it be in the face of 
the ſun, or in the depths of the earth, your fin will find you 
eut, We may not have been guilty of the very ſame crimes, 
or in the very ſame degree, with thoſe on whom the hand 
of Heaven now lies ſo heavy ; but we may have done things 
as bad of another kind, and know that wilful fin, of every 
fort and every degree, deſerveth the wrath of God. 

It is true, our Legiſlators and Magiſtrates do not openly 
ſcoff at the exiſtence of God; but do they always honour 
Him as they ought ? Do they conſtantly attend his public 
worſhip, and ſacraments? Do they reverence the day ſet 
apart for his ſervice, and teach others to do ſo by their ex- 
ample? Or do they convert it into a day of buſineſs and 
journies, in defiance of the laws they have themſelves enact- 
ed, or are appointed to execute ? 

And as to the bulk of the people, though perhaps they be 
not chargeable with that ſeditious ſpirit and ferocious cruelty 
which I have noticed in others, are they equally free froin 
idleneſs, drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, and impurity, —dreadful 
fins of themſelves, and ſuch as lead directly to others as bad 
as can be practiſed in any country: 

And do we not fear that the Lord will viſit us for theſe 

things? 
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things? His ſword is drawn : His avenging Angel is abroad, 
How far they may reach we do not know ; but this we 
know, that all thoſe evils which others ſuffer we too richly 
have deſerved, Let us therefore, as the only means to pre- 
vent the blow, get us to our God right humbly, Letaus 
ſay with the prophet, and ſhew it in our lives, when thy judg- 
ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learii 
righteouſneſs, 

This is the firſt and principal leſſon which the events we 
have been reviewing ſhould teach us. Another, and of no 
little importance (with which I ſhall conclude) is,—to be 
duly thankful for ſome advantages we enjoy above other na- 
tions, and careful to uſe them as we ought. 

If the calamities which have fallen upon our enemies 
(alas ! they are bitterer enemies to themſelves) have flow- 
ed, ina great meaſure, from the corruptions of the national 
Caurch, and the vices of its prieſts, how grateful ſhould we 
be, who have a pure and Apoſtulic religion eſtabliſhed among 
us, and a Clergy, generally ſpeaking, of exemplary lives. 
We on our part ithould endeavour to be, both in our lives 
and doctrines, a burning and a ſhining light ; warned by the 
fate of others not to put confidence in Princes alone, although 
we have now a truly religious one to ſupport us. You, on 
the other hand, ſhould give us a reaſonable thare of good- 
will and reſpect, for our work's ſake; ſhould be candid in 
your eſtimation of our conduct, and even indulgent to what 
are really but foibles. At leaſt you ſhould not give a wil- 
ling car to unauthenticated ſtories* againſt us, knowing that 
many falſchoods will be propagated by the enemies of our 
Church in particular, or of religion in general; and con- 
vinced, from what has lately happened, that our ſpiritual 
enemy never can have a more hopeful method of prevailing 
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* Of this fort we have had a recent inſtance. A report has been induſ. 
triouſly ſpread, and by many ample people believes, that a defign was 
formed to introduce the payment of Tithes in this Province, Several cir- 
cumſtances relative to this matter were invented and propagated; all which 
were abſolute'y falic, and totally unfounded, A fimilar report, ] am in- 
ſorm ad, was circulated through the old Colonies. previous to the late Re- 
beihon and Revolt; and it is now revived, either to prejudice people againtt 
the Church of England, or to poiſon their minds with &:fcontent and ſ<di- 
tion. I am authoriſed to declare, that the relate who now prefides over 
the Eſtabliſhed Church ia this Province, and | might add, that its other 
leading members, would, ro the utmoſt of ther power, difcourage and op— 
poſe ſo wild a project, were any one abluid enough to propoſe it. Liſtea- 
ing to this report therefore, or whiſpering it round, without even the the- 
dow of proof to ſupport it, only indicates a mind inclining to citattectign, 


and untriendiy te prace and eur happy Condituuon, 


121 


than, through infidels or others, to bring the national prĩeſt- 
hood under the people's contempt. 

Finally : If another great cauſe of the evils which have fal- 
len on our enemies was the tyrannical nature of their go- 
vernment, we ſhould be heartily thankful, that we live un- 
der ſuch a happy conſtitution, that every man can repoſe with 
ſafety under his vine, and under his fig tree. A happy and 
envied Conſtitution! The only one on earth that has been 
able, in ſuch a degree, to reſtrain the inſolence of the Great, 
and the licentiouſneſs of the Mean; to fave the Poor from 
oppreſſion, and the Rich from being plundered ; in a word, 
to give that complete proteCtion to all that every man holes 
dear, which is the trueſt liberty and freedom: Liberty to 
do all that is right ; freedom from all that is wrong. 

This ineſtimable bleſſing we ſhould eſteem as precious as 
our lives; and defend it at the peril both of life aud fortune, 
when invaded by foreign or domeſtic enemies. And we 
ſhould daily fend up our ſupplications for him, who hath long 
approved himſelf the faithful guardian of ſo precious a truit, 
—our gracious King, the revered FATHER OF His Coux- 
TRY: That, by Heaven's bleſſing on his righteous arms, 
we may be enabled to lead a quiet and peaceable life; as his 
piety and virtue teach us to ſpend it i all gedlineſs and honeſty. 

May the King of Kings preſerve him, and crows bam win 
glory and great worſhip, —AMEN. 


FINIS. 


